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MSMF@30 don was brought down by terrorists 
over the Irish Sea – Manjari and her 
children Srikiran and Sarada were 
killed - all 329 on the flight were killed.  
MSMF established 30 years ago to 
remember them, continues to help chil-
dren with education from Sarada Vid-
yalayam School and prevent blindness 
from Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmol-
ogy. 
Over the years, Sarada received finan-
cial support and visits from Students, 
Teachers and Principals from Schools 
in Victoria, BC, Montreal, QC, St. 
John’s, NL, and Ottawa, On.  For fur-
ther support with their post-secondary 
education after graduating from 
Sarada, we have donors, who estab-

lished endowments.   
Blindness prevention and providing 
eye care from Srikiran is a very, very 
successful program.  This program 
received huge support from the Cana-
dian public, Canadian NGOs, the Ca-
nadian International Development 
Agency and educational institutions 
such as, the University of Toronto, 
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, 
University of Alberta and more signifi-
cantly the University of Ottawa Eye 
Institute. 
The path for MSMF is well paved for 
the future.  Let us continue with our 
whole hearted support. 

Koppula Sravani (Grade 8) 2nd. 
Prize, Essay Writing 

Bhirapu Aparna (Grade 7) 2nd. Prize, 
Essay Writing, 3rd. Prize, Elocution  

MSMF (Manjari Sankurathri Memorial 
Foundation) celebrates 30 years in 
August. At this milestone, it’s time to 
look back to determine the future 
course for the next 30 years …. 
Looking back, what we see is 30 years 
of dedicated support from Canadians 
coast to coast to coast as I heard so 
many times on the CBC, by the way, 
which is responsible for stitching 
MSMF up with communities all across 
Canada. 
As one famous poet said, “ country 
doesn’t mean mud, it is people” . Yes, 
it is people, it is Canadians, while 
some supported the cause with yearly 
donations, others raised funds giving 
dance or music performances, yet 
some others organized events at festi-
val times, like Diwali, or a picnic in a 
nice setting on warm day.  And some 
dedicated their time with the govern-
ance of the charity.  All of the above 
helped sustain the causes –blindness 
prevention and educating children 
among the most vulnerable groups of 
the population.  
Thirty four years ago, Air India flight 
182 on its way from Montreal to Lon-

To commemorate the day (Jan 30) Ma-
hatma Gandhi was assassinated, stu-
dents from local school were invited to 
Gandhi Bhavan in Kakinada to partici-
pate in various contests, and we 
congratulate the following five stu-
dents from Sarada Vidyalayam who 
received prizes: 

Mallipeddi Sathya Sai Durga 
(Gradr 6) 1St. Prize, Essay 
Writing  

Kusunuri Navya (Grade 8) 1St. 
Prize (Juniors), Drawing 

Vanapalli Leela Sai (Grade 9) 1St. 
Prize (Seniors), Drawing 

 

Awards for Sarada Vidyalayam Students 
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It was a privilege to visit Srikiran Insti-
tute of Ophthalmology as part of a 
longstanding collaboration with our 
institution, the University of Ottawa 
Eye Institute. As senior residents in our 
final year of Ophthalmology training in 
Canada, this visit was a special oppor-
tunity to learn manual small incision 
cataract surgery through the excellent 
mentorship of local surgeons. Whether 
in the operating room or in clinic, the 
keen interest and capacity of the 
Srikiran ophthalmologists to teach was 
exemplary. It was striking to witness 
the altruism and dedication of the staff 
there at all levels of duty - and truly 
touching to constantly feel a common 
sense of purpose shared by all to-
wards improving vision outcomes and 
access to care for the people of that 
community and beyond.  

During our time there, we also had the 
privilege of attending one of the out-
reach camps. It was incredible to wit-
ness the whole community come to-
gether to support the process. Each 
individual played a unique role in en-
suring that the camp ran smoothly and 
that patients were taken care of. Pa-
tients who were identified to require 
surgery were subsequently transported 
to Srikiran where they were provided 
with food, shelter, and surgical care at 
the highest standard, all at no charge. 
The impact that these camps have on 
the quality of life of the people in the 
communities they serve is priceless.  

Notably, we were also introduced to 
the adjacent school that Dr. Chandra 
and his sister Hema founded alongside 
the hospital during our visit - at no 
cost, children of low income families 
have a chance to obtain a truly exem-
plary education in academics and vir-
tue. The visit to the school was a 

touching highlight of our trip.  

We feel incredibly fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to meet, collabo-
rate, and build friendships with the 
wonderful team at Srikiran. A special 
thank-you in particular to Dr. Chandra, 
the visionary and backbone of this in-
stitution; Hema, the driving force be-
hind the provision of education at the 
adjacent Sarada Vidyalayam school; 
as well as Dr. Avinash, our primary 
surgical and clinical teacher, for their 
guidance, inspiration, and hospitality.  

Ottawa Eye Institute Residents Visit SIO 

Visit to Kakinada 
Dr. Indu Gambhir 

Sudesh and I visited the  MSMF  Hos-
pital and school. The complex is green 
and  very welcoming.   We met Mr 
Chandershaker and the staff, I had 
plans to visit the hospital since 2000. 
The key highlight for me was the 
school and disaster relief effort. 
 Sudesh and I were able to talk to stu-
dents. There were more girls  in 
classes, they have not only goals for 
different professions but also have  
aspirations to improve themselves as 
human being. The school students  
decide what areas they are going to 
improve. At lunch time (the lunch is 
provided by School) before they start 
eating they say a prayer and loudly 
speak of their goals for the year. 
 The Hospital  is run very efficiently, 
clean environment. We met a batch of 
villagers who arrived for cataract sur-
gery. Two residents from Ottawa oph-
thalmology residency program arrived 
that day to observe and learn the eye 
care in this hospital. 

The staff helps with the disaster relief 
program, collaboration with Goonj 
helps to distribute the articles to the 
disaster victims according to what they 
need. As the team will go meet the dis-
aster victims and learn the need and 
the implement the plan. The patients 
who come for eye care also donate 
whatever they can for the relief effort. 
There are many needs but what I ob-
served is that funds are used well. In 
few words, the school is helping stu-
dents not only in education to become 
professional but also teaching how to 
become a good human beings, The 
hospital is trying to provide quality care 
to people who cannot afford care. The 
disaster relief effort is grass roots and 
need based. I finally was able to visit  
and hope someday to be able to volun-
teer at the site. The key for this organi-
zation to work is the clear goals and 
high standards. 

Sarada Vidyalayam SSC  

Results 2019  

Sarada Vidyalayam students excelled 
in SSC(Grade 10) board examinations. 
In addition to 100 % success rate, half 
of the class got 10/10 grade points, 
while the Andhra Pradesh state aver-
age is 5.15%. All the students 

achieved A1 & A2 grades, ranged 
from 9/10 to 10/10 average grade 
points in each subject. We applaud the 
efforts of all the students, teachers and 
management  for their efforts in ac-
complishing this.  

Hema and Chandra with OEI 

Residents (Dr. Parnian Arjmand, Dr. 

Kaisra Esmail, Dr.Saama Sabeti)   

Sarada Vidyalayam Students Re-
sults at a glance  



The Statistics Speak for Themselves 
 

The statistics below provide a glimpse of what we have been able to achieve with the support of our funding partners and volunteers.  

Donors and volunteers are very important partners in what we do. It is essentially people empowering people. 

 

Facts Cumulative Cumulative 
1990-2019 

Jan-Apr 
2019 

Statement of Expenses & Support 2017(Not 
audited) 

Out Patients Treated 3,083,908 75,547   Expenses not audited 2018    (Jan- Dec) 

Surgeries Performed 262,204 4,249  Projects  $200,000 
Vision Centres 11 0 Professional Fees  $10,230 

City Center 2 1 Fundraising  $6,231 

Eye Screening Camps for Adults 2,861 61 Credit Card Fees  $2,709 

Eye screening Camps for Children 1158 3 Office  $4,298 

Medical Personnel Trained 410 1 Total (Expenses in 2018)  $223,558 

Support Staff Trained 156 1     

CME Workshops Conducted 64 0 

Children Educated 3.074 199 Sarada Vidyalayam  $136,000  

Scholarships Provided 661 0 Srikiran Institute of  Ophthalmology$ 64,000 

School Children Screened 385,102 944 Total Support $200,000 

Support Provided in 2018( Not audited) 
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We need your generous support for Education and Eye Care Programs.  

Trip Report of my visit to Sankurathri Foundation 

Sarma Vishnubhatla 

My wife (Lakshmi) and I arrived at 
Sankurathri Foundation (SF) Campus, 
in Kakinada, India, in the afternoon on 
Jan 28 (2019) and left on Feb 8.  The 
purpose of the visit was to follow up on 
the progress made on projects, Eye 
Care at Srikiran Institute of Ophthal-
mology (SIO) and Juvvalapalem Vision 
Centre (JVC), and Education at 
Sarada Vidyalayam School (SVS), 
funded by MSMF. 

During the following10 day period, I 
met the following important people: Dr. 
Chandra Sankurathri, Managing Direc-
tor of SIO; Ms. Hema Sankurathi, Cor-
respondent of SVS; Dr. C. V. Rama-
mohan, Trustee of SF.  At various 
times, I met employees of SIO and 
SVS to follow up with my conversa-
tions on projects with them. 

SIO is expanding very rapidly; a new 
Srikiran hospital with clinical as well as 
surgical facilities  was opened in Jag-
gampeta, in a populous area where 
there was no access to eye care to 
local as well as tribal populations. 
MSMF contribution to eye Care is pro-
viding for some of the much needed 
equipment in the Srikiran hospital at 
Kakinada and also pay for cataract 
surgeries for some patients who are 
unable to pay. 

The vision centre (JVC) at Juvvala-
palem, established four years ago by 
Mr. Ram Raju (KIVUTO Solutions 
Inc.), Ottawa, ON, is being supported 
by him for another year (2019). 

Sarada Vidyalayam School (SVS) has 
become more diverse; now has an 
English Medium stream, and a Telugu 
Medium one.  In another few years, it 
will be full stream English Medium edu-
cation from LKG to Grade 10 (12 
years).  This is what parents wanted, 
I understand! 

I had an interesting couple of hours 
with grade 10 students.  They wrote 
essays in English on two topics.  
The essays are currently being 
evaluated by Mr. Abhi Kurusetty 
from Ottawa, ON, who instructed 

those students in essay writing during 
the past three years. 
Also, I was very much impressed by 
the five students who grabbed six 
prizes during an interschool competi-
tion on the memorial day Mahatma 
Gandhi was assassinated. 

It was a good visit.  I am happy to see 

that the support provided by MSMF is 

well utilized.  I thank Ms. Hema and Dr. 

Chandra Sankurathri, Dr. C.V. Rama-

mohan, and Dr. Rajendra Sankurathri 

(another SF Trustee, whom I met in 

Hyderabad on our way out of India) 

and all of the employees of SIO and 

SVS.  We are grateful to Ms. Hema 

and Dr. Chandra Sankurathri for their 

benevolence, when my wife was not 

well and for their phenomenal hospital-

ity. 



Thank you for Caring 

The success we are achieving is because 
of your generous financial support, and 
also dedicated services from the staff and 
teachers at Sarada Vidyalayam, and doc-
tors and paramedical staff at Srikiran Insti-
tute of Ophthalmology.  We pledge that 
MSMF will continue to provide out-
standing services and care, that is possi-
ble, to the poor, disadvantaged and the 
suffering. 

To support our programs financially, 
please do one of the following: 

1.  Cheque / Credit Card: Complete the 
donation form, attach a cheque made to 
MSMF or provide details of your credit 
card information and mail it to the address 
on the donation form, or 

2.  Interac e-transfer  your donation to 
info@msmf.ca 

3.  On your web browser, Go Online to the 
address given below, and select Donate 
Now;  Enter the information requested to 
complete the donation process. 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/
manjari-sankurathri-memorial-foundation-
msmf/ 

Registered Name: MANJARI 
SANKURATHRI MEMORIAL FOUNDA-
TION 
Business Number: 890024995RR0001 
4.  Contribute through United Way Cam-
paigns: either at Workplace or in the Com-
munity, or 

5.  Donate through "Benevity Causes Por-
tal" a workplace giving and matching pro-
gram, with a social mission to help im-
prove the way charities access and be-
come eligible for Corporate Giving Pro-
grams (https://causes.benevity.org/). 

Please consider that some organizations 
and employers match donations of their 

employees. 

"A Ray Of Light" is published twice a year 
from reports and contributions received 
from volunteers.  Any concerns and com-
ments you may have, please send them 
to  the Executive Director of MSMF: 
ed.msmf@msmf.ca or  MSMF, 23 Mary 
Dr., Gloucester, ON  K1V 1G9. 

We thank you. 

Chandra Sankurathri, Sarma Vishnub-
hatla, Vikram Sundar, Allison Haggart, 
Byatris Kattackal,  Badari Kurusetty,  
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Air India Archive Project  
@ McMaster University 

Dr. Chandrima Chakraborty  
On June 23, 1985 a bomb detonated 
on Air India Flight 182 killing all 329 
passengers and crew, the majority of 
whom were Canadians of Indian de-
scent, including 82 children under the 
age of 13. Canadians of Italian, Irish 
and Quebecois heritage were also 
among the dead. The Canadian gov-
ernment’s prompt dismissal of this 
mass murder as a “ foreign”  tragedy 
which had nothing to do with Canada 
quickly pushed the bombing into the 
margins of Canadian public conscious-
ness. However, following the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 attacks in the United 
States, the AI Flight 182 bombing re-
entered the public consciousness as 
“ the single worst act of terrorism in 
Canadian history” , with the 2010 Air 
India public inquiry report concluding 
that it was “ a Canadian tragedy.”  De-
spite the public inquiry report findings 
that pointed to the disrespect and ne-
glect of families in the aftermath of the 
bombing, which was followed by the 
federal government’s public apology 
for “ the institutional failings of twenty 
five years ago and the treatment of the 
victims’ families thereafter” , Canada’s 
focus has been on the quest to find a 
solution to terrorism, not “ the treat-
ment of the victims’ families”  or the 
ongoing experiences of loss for those 
living with the legacies of this tragedy. 
As a result, while the terrorist act has 
been incorporated into the Canadian 
public’s memory, the grief of those 
who lost loved ones remained unac-
knowledged. It is not merely the grief 
of losing one’s child, wife, husband, 
friend or neighbor that remains invisi-
ble, but the grief of not being recog-
nized as Canadians and the loss not 
being recognized by the Canadian 
government and fellow Canadians as a 
loss worthy of public mourning. 

For the past decade, I have been try-
ing to collaborate with families who lost 
loved ones on AI Flight 182 to find 
ways to make the families’ voices 
heard in the Canadian public realm. 
The lack of available scholarship on 
the Air India tragedy, the general pub-
lic’s ignorance of this tragic loss, and 
my students’ interest in learning about 

the tragedy and their deep empathy for 
the victim families prompted me to look 
for ways to facilitate a public conversa-
tion about the Air India tragedy and its 
aftermath. Through my teaching, publi-
cations, conference organizing and 
public talks, I have been trying to com-
municate the grief, anger and injustice 
experienced by the families to the 
broader public. Many conversations 
with the Air India Victims’ Families As-
sociation (AIVFA) and individual family 
members on how to work collabora-
tively to educate the public about the 
grief of families and create avenues for 
memorialization and ongoing research 
have converged on the desire and 
need to create an open access digital 
Air India archive.  

With the support of McMaster Univer-
sity Library’s William Ready Division of 
Archives and Research Collections 
and the Sherman Centre of Digital 
Scholarship, I am working to create an 
Air India archive within McMaster Uni-
versity’s Research Collections. The Air 
India archive will preserve and honor 
the memories of those who perished 
on AI Flight 182 and document the ex-
periences and memories of Air India 
families and critical witnesses 
(neighbors, friends, press reporters, 
first responders, etc.) through 1) inter-
views and 2) collection of personal 
scrapbooks, memorial books, photo-
graphs, letters, published and unpub-
lished art work, etc. It will offer a public 
site for memorialization, enrich public 
dialogue and support new research 
addressing further dimensions of the 
tragedy. By telling their stories, Air In-
dia family members will ensure that the 
Air India tragedy becomes part of the 
Canadian national consciousness: so 
that the Canadian public never forget 
the grief of their fellow citizens and so 
that educational curricula is trans-
formed to remedy the negligence of 
the past. It will be a momentous legacy 
to help ensure that the lessons of Air 
India will not be forgotten. 

The archive can be created only with 
your support. If you are willing to share 
your story and contribute materials to 
the Air India archive or if you have any 
questions about this project, please 
contact Dr. Chandrima Chakraborty 
(chandri@mcmaster.ca). 

Dr. Chandrima Chakraborty is Univer-
sity Scholar and Professor of English 
and Cultural Studies at McMaster Uni-
versity, Hamilton, Canada 


