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Terry Milewski Retires from CBC ‘There are a whole bunch of stories
that are still with me,' news veteran
says after nearly 40 years.
Terry Milewski is one of Canada's bestknown correspondents and is a great friend
of MSMF. His documentary, “A Ray of Light”,
brought the cause of preventable blindness
to Canada wide audience. This newsletter
picks up its name from that very same
documentary. Excerpts from his story, first
published in 2005 are reprinted on page 3 of
this newsletter.
Of the many stories Terry Milewski reported,
coverage of the 1985 Air India bombing has
been particularly haunting: no closure, no
justice, despite years of investigation.
Victims' families became friends. He shares
their sense of sadness and loss. “Reporting
on Air India's tragedy brought great
satisfaction but also controversy”, he said.
Sarada Vidyalayam Student
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Satisfaction, after a followup story about how
a man who lost his wife and children in the
bombing and returned to India to start a free
school and eye clinic brought a number of
contributions from viewers who wanted to
help.
"TV likes cool," Terry told CBC News
Network's Heather Hiscox Thursday,
reflecting on the eve of his retirement after
38 years with the public broadcaster. But
he made his career on defying that, with his
"overexcited" style telling anyone tempted to
tune out: "You gotta hear this story." "It's
kinda childish," Milewski admits about his
animated delivery. "But I can't get over it.”
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CBC News announced Sept.19 that he will
continue to be a regular contributor, writing
for the website as well as popping up as
an occasional guest host for flagship political
programs like CBC Radio's The House and
CBC News Network's Power & Politics.
Terry refers to his continuing work in
retirement as unfinished business — "it won't
even be half-time," he told As It Happens last
week — means he'll continue to contribute
to stories he feels passionate about, but skip
the drudgery of the rest. What hasn't
changed, he said, is that as a journalist "you
never really get to the bottom of it."
"News can be more than entertainment,"
Milewski said.

Canadian Ophthalmological Society
Outstanding Humanitarian Service
Award
The following is the text of a speech
by Dr Ralf Buhrman at the Canadian
Ophthalmic Society Meeting
honouring Dr. Chandra.
As fitting close to our 2016 International
Ophthalmology Symposium this year we
have a special opportunity to honour a
remarkable man, a man whose selfless life
of service has transformed the lives of
hundreds of thousands of the poorest and
most vulnerable through the gift of sight.
In order to recognize the lifetime
achievement of this Canadian
Ophthalmology hero, the Canadian
Ophthalmology Society has created the
Outstanding Humanitarian Service Award, to
be given out from time to time to a deserving
member of the Canadian Ophthalmology
Community in recognition of dedication and
compassion in providing eye care to
underserved populations.
As I invite our Canadian Ophthalmology
Society President , Dr. Alan Slomovic and
our CEO Jennifer Brunet-Covey to come
forward, I must tell you that it is truly an
honour to introduce to you to the worthy
inaugural recipient of the COS Outstanding
Humanitarian Service Award: Dr.
Chandrasekhar Sankurathri.

Terry Milewski, Hema Sankurathri, Sat Nandlall
and Cedric Monteiro at Sankurathri Foundation

Dr. Chandra, or simply Chandra to those who
know him, came to Canada from his native
Andhra Pradesh, India as a bright young
graduate student and completed a Masters
of Science degree in biology at Memorial
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with the University of Ottawa Eye Institute
which has enabled over 15 Canadian
Ophthalmology Residents to be trained in
Manual Small Incision Cataract Surgery
and tropical ophthalmology.

Canadian Ophthalmological Society
Outstanding Humanitarian Service

Award.
University and a PhD in Zoology at the
University of Alberta in 1974. He had
settled into life in Ottawa and embarked
on a promising career with the Federal
Government when on June 23, 1985
tragedy struck: his wife Manjari, his 6
year old son Srikiran and his 3 year old
daughter Sarada were aboard Air India
Flight 182 when it was downed by
terrorists.
In the wake of this devastating turn of
events Dr. Chandra dedicated the
remainder of his life to serving the rural
poor near Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh.
He returned there in 1988 three years
later, in memory of his daughter,
established a school, the Sarada
Vidyalayam , to provide free education for
poor rural children. To date the school
has 2500 graduates and counting! In
1993, in honour of his son, he founded the
Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology
together with Dr. Raju, where, as of this
year over 206,000 sight-restoring cataract
surgeries have been performed, with
over 90% provided at no cost to the poor.
Dr. Chandra has maintained strong links
with Canada and his work is supported by
a Canadian charitable foundation the
Manjari Sankurathri Memorial Foundation
named in honour of his wife.
The Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology
has gone from strength to strength over
the past 23 years to develop into a high
efficiency, high quality and high volume
cataract surgical centre with an effective
system screening camps and
transportation to facilitate access to
surgery to the 20,000,000 people who live
in the 6 surrounding districts in Andhra
Pradesh. Srikiran has fellowship trained
ophthalmologists in most major
subspecialties. In fact, it is developing a
name for itself as a tertiary referral centre
and trains ophthalmology residents as
well as running a vocational training
program for paramedical personnel.
Srikiran has hosted many Canadian
ophthalmologists as visiting consultants
and has fashioned a formal partnership

Dr. Chandra’s remarkable
accomplishments have garnered a
lengthy list of awards including an
honorary doctor of Law from Memorial
University and being named a CNN Hero,
and has been the subject of an hour long
CBC television documentary by Terry
Milewski entitled “A Ray of Light”.
Dr. Chandra it is now time that you be
honoured among those who share your
passion for restoring and protecting sight
among the disadvantaged and
underserved. In a world where the news
is overflowing with senseless acts of
violence your life is a shining example of
defeating darkness and strife through
compassion and the gift of sight.

Sarada Vidyalayam : Look in to future
- Chandra Sankurathri.
Sarada Vidyalayam was established by
Sankurathri Foundation in the suburbs of
the city of Kakinada in the District of East
Godavari, Andhra Pradesh, India in 1992.
The school was started as a primary
school and slowly graduated in to a high
school by 2009.
The school received the major financial
support from MSMF since 2005. Without
the support from MSMF Sarada
Vidyalayam would not have survived for
this long and we thank MSMF and all the
donors and volunteers for their valuable
contribution.
During the last 25 years of its existence
the education program has achieved
great results in educating the rural poor
children by providing quality education at
no cost to students. In addition to the
academic achievements of the students,
the program is also successful in
eliminating the child labor and childhood
marriages in the area by providing free
education to rural poor children,
especially to more female students.
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Information to Donors.
We thank you for your continuing
generous support, and take this
opportunity to provide you with the
following important information.
Davis Bookkeeping (DB), which has been
maintaining books of MSMF for over
three years, is taking on the additional
responsibility of receiving donations,
processing them, and mailing receipts to
donors. Every month DB will provide
financial information to MSMF Treasurer
and as needed at the Board Meetings. At
year end, DB will prepare financial
statements and other required documents
for audit purposes and later submitting to
Canada Revenue Agency. Janice
Beaudoin, CPA, is the owner of Davis
Bookkeeping and will oversee the
activities performed by her office on
behalf of MSMF.
We encourage donors to send their
donations directly to MSMF C/O Davis
Bookkeeping, P.O. Box 13, 152 Reis Road,
Carp, ON K0A 1L0, and communicate
with them on phone, (613) 617-2799,
email address,
msmf@davisbookkeeping.ca. Please note,
any donations sent to MSMF, 23 Mary
Drive address will also be sent to Davis
Bookkeeping for processing.
Auditors from van Berkom Professional
Corporation (Nepean, ON) have been
auditing MSMF books since year 2000 and
the Audited Financial Statements are
posted every year on the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA) Website (http://
www.cra.gc.ca/charities, and search for
MANJARI SANKURATHRI MEMORIAL
FOUNDATION).
Dr. Chandra Sankurathri, President of
MSMF, will continue to monitor Children's
Education and Eye Care Programs
implemented at Sarada Vidyalayam School
and Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology,
respectively, in Kakinada, India.
Twice a year (May/June and October/
November), we will continue to
communicate progress to donors by
means of Newsletters. MSMF is a
Canadian registered charity and is
managed by volunteers. For more
information, please visit our website,
www.msmf.ca, or write to us,
info@msmf.ca.
We thank you again for your continuing
support.
Sarma Vishnubhatla, Treasurer, MSMF
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Now, the time has come to evaluate the
education program and to plan for the
future course of the program. We had few
volunteers from Canada - Ms. Theresa
Kryski, Mr. Michael Schreider and others
who are interested in developing the
education system and they have suggested
to improve the English language command
of the children to ensure a better future.
The trend in India is also shifting towards
English medium schools.
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Persistence and Commitment to
cause - The story of Durga Doma
Durga Doma is a resident of Savithri
Nagar. She is a Grade 7 student in girl’s
high school. Durga is also mentally
challenged. She lost her father at an early
age and her mother was unable to look
after her. Her grandmother became her
guardian.

Durga’s grandmother noticed that she was
having a problem with her left eye. The
After assessing the situation and feedback right eye was normal. A local physician
prescribed her some eye drops. Later
from the parents we have adopted a plan
Durga was again examined by Dr.Raju in
implemented by www.hippocamus.in,
Kakinada and was diagnosed with a
Bangalore and also the program is
cataract in her left eye. The family could
managed by them. For now, we have
not make a decision due to financial
started the classes from LKG to Grade 3 in
problems. She was eventually brought to
English with equal emphasis on their
an eye screening camp organized by
mother tongue, Telugu. The plan is by 2020 Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology at
the school should be completely bilingual
Gadimoga village in June. Once again the
with English and Telugu. Besides this
camp doctor diagnosed Durga with a
change all other valuable components of
cataract in her left eye and suggested that
the school such as discipline, values, yoga, she has to be operated under general
anaesthesia. The doctor and staff of
fine arts and voluntary work are being
Srikiran also advised her to get her
continued as before.
operated with support from Sankurathri
Foundation.
In addition, MSMF has been offering
scholarships for the last five years to
Finally Durga was brought to Srikiran along
deserving children to continue their
with other patients and Srikiran doctor at
education beyond high school. This is
base hospital advised Durga to undergo
possible due to some donors who have
some laboratory tests. Durga’s mother took
contributed to the Endowment Fund for the her for tests but she never came back to
scholarships to honour their loved ones. So Srikiran for many weeks. She was
far, we have witnessed few success stories eventually located and surgery was
successfully done in September.
about the students who have completed
Hesitation continued for follow up post
their professional degrees.
operative visits but Srikiran staff persisted
with the family and finally she was
In summary, due to the financial support
pronounced well in late September. Both
from MSMF we could provide free
Durga’s mother and grandmother
education to over 2,500 poor children up to expressed their happiness for restoring
High school education, over 50 rural youth Durga’s vision. The commitment of
with vocational training and over 65
Srikiran management and staff was highly
scholarships to students in order to pursue appreciated.
their higher education despite their poverty
Editor’s note: Hesitation by patients is a
at home.
major problem in India. There are very few
organizations such as Srikiran that provide
We wish to continue all these programs to
free services to people that need them,
improve the quality of life among the rural
thanks to our donors. Even when they are
poor children by providing accessible
told that there would be no cost for the
quality education. We hope to receive the
service provided, the first reaction is of
same support from you to implement the
disbelief. Srikiran staff are excellent in
education program in order to eliminate
commitment to the cause and even
persisting when necessary.
illiteracy among poor and downtrodden in
the community.

This academic year we have a total of 182
children (103 primary, 79 high) and among
them 120 (66%) are girls and 62 (34%) are
boys. Of the total 182 children donors from
Canada and India sponsor only 38. If you
are interested to support a child’s
education please let us know.

Excerpts from The National,
March 18, 2005 by Terry Milewski
This is the story of a ray of light that has
fallen on an impoverished part of the
state of Andhra Pradesh in southern
India. This is the story of a man and his
search for meaning of life led him to
another continent and to a completely
different life.
The Sarada school represents a ticket
out of poverty for these kids. As the
school day unfolds underneath the huge
mango trees, you get a sense of what
education means to these kids. Ask
them how many have parents who
cannot read and write. Most of the
hands go up. For themselves, they have
bigger ambitions. What do they want to
be when they grow up? They answer:
English teacher, doctor, teacher, police
officer.
The country has about a quarter of all
the world’s blind people, a fact blamed
on genetics, on the burning sun, and on
vitamin deficiencies. So when the word
goes out that a team from the Srikiran
Institute is visiting a remote village,
nearly 200 people show up. Nearly half
of those turn out to need the cataract
surgery. If one waited for these poor
people to come to the hospital, it would
not work. They wouldn’t come. For one
thing, very few of them even know that
cataracts are curable, and for another,
they don’t have the means to travel. So
every week, the doctors come here to
spread the word that treatment is
available and free.
Dr. Chandra did not follow the Air India
trial. He said “Forget, forgive, and get on
with your life. Don’t be vengeful to see
that somebody should get punished. By
doing so, you are so preoccupied in that
and we cannot do anything in life. You
know, 20 years has gone by. If I didn’t
do this, I’d be sitting there waiting for
something to happen”
Instead, day after day in his corner of
India, Chandrasekhar Sankurathri is
changing a seemingly unchangeable
history of illiteracy and blindness. And
along the way, he has made sure that
the names of his family will live on. His
wife Manjari, and little Sarada, and
Srikiran, God’s ray of light.
Editor’s Note: You can watch the video
“A Ray of Light” @ www.msmf.ca.
MSMF would like express its deep
gratitude to Terry Milewski for
spreading the message.
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The Statistics Speak for Themselves
The statistics below provide a glimpse of what we have been able to achieve with the support of our funding partners and volunteers.
Donors and volunteers are very important partners in what we do. It is essentially people empowering people.
Facts

Cumulative

1990-2016
Out Patients Treated
2,498,170
Surgeries Performed
229,482
Vision Centres
8
Eye Screening Camps for Adults
2,371
Eye screening Camps for Children
1,103
Medical Personnel Trained
374
Support Staff Trained
134
CME Workshops Conducted
62
Children Educated
2,503
Scholarships Provided
502
School Children Screened
359,354

A special thank you to MSMF.
Renuka Ganga.
My name is J. Renuka Ganga. I am a
Senior Software Engineer in Capgemini
India Private Limited., Mumbai. I have
joined this organization about eighteen
months ago implementing technologies like
JD Edwards, Siebel as well as Oracle
Service Cloud. I interact with clients in
India and international clients, mostly from
Australia. My clients seem to appreciate
my analytical skills and hard work.
I live approximately a thousand kilometres
from my home near Sankurathri
Foundation. I have made new friends and I
am happy. People are very nice to me. The
educational and life skills that we learnt at
Sarada vidyalayam are helping me in my
life. I still remember the stories Madam
Hema taught us based on the great Hindu
epics like Ramayana and Mahabharatha.
These examples tell us how to live with
ethics and values. Because of this I am
able to manage the things without any
stress.
Sankurathri Foundation and Madam Hema
and Dr. Chandra helped me even after I left
the school. After 7th standard I joined in
Adithya Public School with a reference
letter from Dr.Chandra. I received
scholarships from MSMF, Canada as well
as others. In particular I would like to thank
Mr. Amitabh Mukerji of Ottawa, Canada for
the scholarship provided to me for the four
years of my Bachelor’s degree, B.Tech,
including the Industrial tour. Although my
family struggled a lot financially, that impact
was never there on my education. I am very
grateful to Sankurathri Foundation and
MSMF for what I am today. Dr.Chandra

Jan - Sep
2016

Statement of Expenses of MSMF (2015)
Expenses (audited)

156,020
8,703
0
105
57
10
8
1
143
23
14,353

Projects
Credit Card Fees
Fundraising
Professional Fees
General
TOTAL

2015
Jan-Dec
$218,688
$2,711
$3,817
$7,135
$5,935
$238,286

Support Provided in 2015
Sarada Vidyalayam
Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology

Approx. $84,400
Approx. $134,288

treats us very well that we feel free to share
everything with him. In one word I can say,
“I am nothing without Sankurathri
Foundation”.
Every time I received a scholarship, I was
so happy and felt encouraged to continue
my studies. All my education was
completed with these scholarships. My hard
work at Capgemini is paying off. I was very
happy and proud to have received a special
bonus from them. I am also very proud to
say that I have donated the entire amount
to Sankurathri Foundation so that they can
sponsor another poor student to continue
the education. I would also like to promise
that I will continue this in future to help
future students and to show my gratitude to
Sankurathri Foundation for the help that I
have received.

Thank you for Caring
We are very grateful to you for
supporting MSMF and its programs
in eye care, education and disaster
relief. We would not have achieved
this level of success in eye care
and education programs without
your generous support. In these
difficult economic times, your
continued support is more than
ever needed and appreciated.
MSMF remains dedicated to
provide the most outstanding
service and care possible.
You can donate to MSMF in three
ways: with a cheque or credit card
information sent directly by mail to
MSMF, online through
(www.canadahelps.org), and
through the United Way campaign.
Some organizations and employers
match donations of their
employees.
A Ray of Light, is published by
MSMF twice a year from
contributions and reports sent by its
volunteers.
Please send your comments or
suggestions to MSMF C/O Davis
Bookkeeping, P.O. Box 13, 152 Reis
Road, Carp, ON K0A 1L0, and
communicate with them on phone,
(613) 617-2799, email:
msmf@davisbookkeeping.ca.

‘A Ray of Light’ is published twice a year
from the contributions of its readers and
volunteers. This newsletter is edited by Dr. S.
Eswar Prasad of collingwood, ON.

MSMF, 23 MARY DR GLOUCESTER ONTARIO K1V 1G9. TEL: (613)523-5413; E-MAIL: INFO@MSMF.CA; www.msmf.ca

