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Prof. Murthy from Peterborough, Ont
teaching at Sarada Vidyalayam.
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The Horizontal Walking Stick

could quickly and efficiently be “cured” of their
condition with a simple $50.00 cataract
by Pierre Barbeau, Member of MSMF Board of surgery. Unfortunately they just can’t afford the
Directors
operation and most will therefore be blind for
This statue of a blind elderly African man, being the remainder of their lives.
led by his grandson holding a stick, was
It is largely as a result of your kindness and
photographed about ten years ago in the garden generosity, as well as matching grants from
of the Jimmy Carter Presidential Museum in
government and charitable organizations such
Atlanta, Georgia. Having personally witnessed
as Help The Aged, that more than 215,000
this scene on several occasions during my visits cataract surgeries have been successfully
to India as Executive Director of Help the Aged completed in the Kakinada region of India since
(Canada), I was struck by the universal message MSMF was created in 1989.
of blindness and its consequences represented
by this statue. My family had travelled to
Your continued support as MSMF donors is
Atlanta on vacation at that time, and I never
greatly appreciated by volunteers such as
expected to see such an image in the middle of Chandra Sankurathri and Sarma Vishnubhatla
a busy American city. I’m certain that President who initially created MSMF and who continue
Carter had also witnessed this scene in the
to provide their volunteer services. This allows
many developing countries he had visited. The
us to greatly reduce our administration and
statue reminds all of us of our responsibility to
fundraising costs, since MSMF has no paid staff
assist the victims of blindness, most of whom
– by far the largest source of overhead
are unable to see because of cataracts.
expenditures for most charitable organizations.
It is disturbing to realize that the great majority
of the blind grandparents being led by sticks

This newsletter includes two profiles: one of a very
young beneficiary of cataract surgery at our Kakinada
hospital and a second profile of a remarakable
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student who was educated at Sarada
Vidyalayam 16 years ago and was
supported by MSMF as she pursued high
school, college and university. Thank you
for your continued support and generosity
to greatly improve the lives of the poor and
destitute throughout Andhra Pradesh.

One of Sarada Vidyalayam’s Brightest
Stars
by Mrs. Seetharatnam, Teacher

I am very happy to write about one of the
bright stars of Sarada Vidyalayam, which
has been supported by MSMF since 1992.
The Manjari Sankurathri Memorial
Life Changing Surgery in Kakinada
Foundation has made a significant
contribution to forever changing the lives
The consequences of a bad decision can of rural children - especially girls – by
haunt people throughout their lives. Little empowering them through their
Jitendra Vuravakonda lost his parents at the education.
tender age of 9 months, because his
Let me tell you about Jakkilenki Renuka
parents committed suicide. A kind-hearted
Ganga. She joined our school during the
lady adopted Jitendra and his 3 year old
1999-2000 academic year in Grade 2, at
sister and raised both children with love the age of six, and continued her
and affection, as if they were her own. She education through Grade 7. She was a
did not operate a children’s home, nor was very good student during those six years
she rich – she was a middle class woman and was one of the brightest students we
struggling to make both ends meet.
taught. At that time our elementary school
did not offer a high school curriculum, so
When Jitendra was 4 years old and blind we encouraged Renuka to study at a local
in both eyes, his adoptive mother worried English medium high school. We also
about his future and searched for a supported her financially.
hospital which could restore his vision.
She discovered the Srikiran eye hospital, Within three months at high school,
which provides eye care for the poor and Renuka excelled in English. Her selfdiscipline and positive attitude contributed
destitute throughout Andhra Pradesh.
to her success and she topped her class.
On October 13, 2015 Jitendra underwent She successfully completed Grade 10 with
surgery at Srikiran - completely free of cost excellent academic scores of 95%
to his mother. His sight was restored; he aggregate marks, including 100% in
could see his mother and walk freely Mathematics. She was encouraged to go to
without assistance. He now plays with college and focus on Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry. After college, she attended
other children and talks about going to
the local Engineering University and
school.
successfully completed her Bachelor of
His mother praised Srikiran for the
affection they shower on their patients and
expressed her deep gratitude for the
dramatic change in Jitendra’s life. She
prays that Srikiran will continue to work
for the betterment of mankind and
eventually celebrate its centenary with his
blessings.

Jitendra before
surgery

Jitendra after
surgery

Technology degree. She now works as a
Software Engineer in Capgemini India
Private Limited, Airoli, Mumbai.

It is a great achievement for a rural
village girl to attain a position of this
magnitude with a multinational company
in Mumbai.
Renuka grew up in the village of
Thammavaram, 4 kilometers from our
Sarada Vidyalayam school in Kakinada.
Both of her parents are illiterate. Renuka
was the middle child of three children.
Her eldest brother and younger sister also
studied at Sarada Vidyalayam for a few
years, but they were not as gifted as
Renuka and are struggling to find their
place in life.
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school and Dr.
Chandra 16 years
later and would
like to maintain
these contacts, as
I feel that place is
very close to my
heart.”
She also added: “I
feel that all my
achievements
Renuka: “The school is
were possible
very close to my heart.”
only because of
the support I
received from MSMF since I was in Grade
2. During my Engineering Degree I
received the “Michelle Mukerji
Scholarship” from MSMF for all four years.
Without their support, both emotionally
and financially, I would not be in this
position today.”
“In the present scenario, education has
become a business to many people. But
despite that, I can show you a perfect
school where children can enjoy their
school life very well. They get a good
education. Sarada Vidyalayam is a wellconstructed building with vast classrooms
and facilities such as a science lab, a
computer lab and a library. Our parents
did not pay a single rupee for anything. In
my school, we got uniforms, school bags,
cheppals and bus transportation for free.
The school also took care of our nutrition
by providing us with afternoon meals,
milk, fruit, sweets and chocolates, etc.
Children are fond of chocolates, photos,
interacting with foreigners, going out for
excursions, etc. We enjoyed all these
expensive things in my school. Every year
all the students get free eye check-ups
also.”
Renuka has lots of wonderful experiences
and memories from the school and seems
to reminisce often. To sum up her thoughts
about Sarada Vidyalayam, she added:

“I experienced heaven in my school. Those
are unforgettable days in my life. Apart
from this, I received scholarships from
MSMF almost every year until the
completion of my Bachelor of Technology
degree. Although my family struggled
financially, that issue never impacted my
education, because Dr. Chandra took care
of me so well. I am very grateful to MSMF
Although she graduated from our school
and Dr. Chandra for everything they have
years ago, Renuka continues to maintain
done for me. Dr. Chandra treats us very
contact with Sarada Vidyalayam. She said: well and we feel very free to share
“I feel very excited and happy whenever I everything with him. In one word I can
think of my golden days in my school. The say, I am nothing without MSMF and
greatest boon in my life was joining
Sankurathri Foundation. I promise that I
Sarada Vidyalayam, which turned my life
will help Dr. Chandra in educating poor
around in a wonderful way. I enjoyed my
children like me as much as I can.”
school a lot. I am still associated with the
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Strength, Beauty and Potential
by Allison Haggart, Teacher, Collège
Sainte-Anne and Member, MSMF Board
of Directors.
High school students from Montreal’s Collège
Sainte Anne making MSMF their priority

Along the banks of the historic Lachine
Canal on a tranquil piece of land jutting out
into the water just a few kilometers west of
Montreal, sits a dark stone monument upon
which 329 names have been inscribed; of
those men, women and children who lost
their lives in the 1985 terrorist bombing of
Air India flight 182. Three quarters of the
way down the second column is the
Sankurathri family name repeated three
times: one for Manjari, one for Sarada and
the other for Srikiran – a mother, her 3 year
old daughter and 6 year old son. This
monument is one of four commemorative
sites that the Harper government erected
across Canada in 2011, (Toronto, Ottawa
and Vancouver being the other sites), to
remind us of this tragic loss of human life.
Yet not inscribed into the stone, are the
countless names of family members who
were left behind to mourn the loss of their
loved ones. The fourth member of the
Sankurathri family, Chandra Sankurathri,
father to Sarada and Srikiran and husband to
Manjari, was left behind to find a new way
to live, for life, in all its pain and glory, has a
way of pushing us forward. Life continued
after 1985, MSMF was formed and life
around this particular monument is
testimony to the strength, intelligence and
beauty that exists for a better future.
Not 500 feet from this monument looms an
imposing white-stone building. Its
architecture dates back to 1861, once a

Back Row: Anthony Guiliani, Vladimir Buslayev, Hugo Baraër, Jean-Étienne Bergeron
Front Row: Jeffrey Ge, Anthony Tahan, Juliette Ugolini-Hamel, Anna Timofeeva
convent to the Catholic Sisters of SainteAnne. It is now a modern high school
bustling with the activities, laughter and
antics of 2000 teenagers dressed in blue
plaid uniforms of one of Quebec’s top
private schools. It is Collège Sainte-Anne,
ranked third in Quebec for its academic
standing. It can also claim to be one of the
most progressive, forward thinking
educational institutions in the province. With
programs such as Sport/Art Élite, catering to
Olympic-level athletes and to child actors
who’ve already begun their professional
acting careers and the DéfiMonde program
which molds its students into cultured, welltravelled, intelligent, conscientious leaders, it
is without a doubt its graduates hold

enormous potential to truly make a positive
mark on the world. For one group of
DéfiMonde students, however, they will not
have to wait until graduation.
Last month, Juliette Ugolini-Hamel, Anna
Timofeeva, Anthony Tahan, Anthony
Guiliani, Hugo Baraër, Jeffrey Ge and
Vladimir Buslayev, grade 10 students in SteAnne’s DéfiMonde program, stood in front of
the school’s directors to present a 60-page
project proposal outlining the details of their
final, senior-year international humanitarian
initiative they intend to undertake in the
winter of 2017. Their choice of organization
is MSMF and the Srikiran Eye Institute in
Kakinada, India. With enthusiasm, their
project was accepted.
In February 2017, these seven 16-year olds,
along with their teacher Jean-Étienne
Bergeron, will head to the Sankurathri
compound to work amongst the goings-on of
Sarada Vidyalayam and the Srikiran Eye
Institute. They will be bringing educational
activities to the schools. “We would like to
provide the students with access to
international English. That is what we have to
offer,” they explained in their 30-minute
presentation. Through the use of modern
learning methods using the Internet,
SmartBoards and perhaps electronic tablets,
along with the standard traditional methods
of learning through books and writing, the
students are gearing up to bring fun,
energetic communicative language lessons
to the students of Sarada Vidyalayam.
They intend to become informed of the Eye
Institute’s weekly Eye Camps to make a short
documentary about the extensive problems
of cataracts and poor eye health that affect
the rural poor of Andhra Pradesh. The
students are also interested in learning more
about Dr. Chandra’s Clean India initiative, to
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The Statistics Speak for Themselves
The statistics below provide a glimpse of what we have been able to achieve with the support of our funding partners and volunteers.
Donors and volunteers are very important partners in what we do. It is essentially people empowering people.
Facts

Cumulative

1990-2016
Out Patients Treated
2,390,034
Surgeries Performed
223,422
Vision Centres
8
Eye Screening Camps for Adults
2,296
Eye screening Camps for Children
1,054
Medical Personnel Trained
371
Support Staff Trained
129
CME Workshops Conducted
61
Children Educated
2,360
Scholarships Provided
502
School Children Screened
347,500

Jan - Mar
2016
47,884
2,643
0
30
8
7
3
1
137
23
2,499

Statement of Expenses of MSMF (2015)
Expenses (audited)
Projects
Credit Card Fees
Fundraising
Professional Fees
General
TOTAL

2015
Jan-Dec
$218,688
$2,711
$3,817
$7,135
$5,935
$238,286

Support Provided in 2015
Sarada Vidyalayam
Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology

Approx. $84,400
Approx. $134,288

perhaps assist in some way to make the
villages around Kakinada cleaner. A student
trip all the way around the world would not
be complete without a cultural component.
“We really want to learn how to cook Indian
food, play cricket and learn a few
Bollywood dance moves,” the students told
me. As intelligent and keen as they are, they
are still teenagers, after all.

live. Their experience will take them further
than they can imagine. And rest assured,
with kids like these, there truly is strength,
beauty and a lot of potential waiting for us
all in the not too distant future.

Mr. Bergeron’s students explained that they
are well aware of the cliché traps of
volunteer tourism and expressed a strong
desire to take an intelligent approach to their
project. Their aim is to get to know the
culture of the people of Kakinada, to
understand the mission of MSMF and the
Sankurathri Foundation so that their
fundraising efforts and project initiatives
meet the needs of the community being
served. The most exciting aspect of this
excursion is that this could very well be the
first of many such trips for Collège SainteAnne students. When this group returns,
they will be sharing their experiences and
training younger students to make their own
voyage to Andhra Pradesh in the coming
years.

Dr. Chandra has been chosen as the
inaugural recipient of the Canadian
Ophthalmological Society Outstanding
Humanitarian Service Award in recognition
of his tireless work to establish the Srikiran
Institute of Ophthalmology providing sightsaving ocular surgery and medical treatment
to transform the lives of countless thousands
of individuals in the Andhra Pradesh region
of India.

Canadian Ophthalmological Society
Outstanding Humanitarian Service
Award

This Award will be presented to Dr. Chandra
Sunday June 19 at the Canadian
Ophthalmological Society conference in
Ottawa.

In making this announcement, the co-chairs
of this conference, Dr. Ralf Buhrmann and
Dr. Simon Holland wrote: “Congratulations
Chandra. You are a worthy recipient and an
Juliette and Anna recall attending
presentations given by Dr. Chandra when he inspiration to us all.”
visited the Collège in 2013 and 2014, the
We echo those sentiments wholeheartedly!
first stages in developing a relationship
between MSMF and Collège Sainte-Anne.
“We are really excited to meet him again,”
the students exclaimed. “We can’t believe
that our group will be the first to go to
Kakinada. That is a big responsibility. We’re
very excited.”
With the memorial to the victims of the Air
India crash resting on the banks of the
Lachine canal, these students do not have
far to go to be reminded of why MSMF was
formed 26 years ago. I can say for certain,
that after having made the trek to Kakinada
myself, in December 2014, after their stay
on the Sankurathri grounds, these fortunate
students will go far in their understanding of
themselves and of the world in which they

Thank you for Caring
We are very grateful to you for
supporting MSMF and its programs
in eye care, education and disaster
relief. We would not have achieved
this level of success in eye care and
education programs without your
generous support. In these difficult
economic times, your continued
support is more than ever needed
and appreciated. MSMF remains
dedicated to provide the most
outstanding service and care
possible.
You can donate to MSMF in three
ways: with a cheque or credit card
information sent directly by mail to
MSMF, online through
(www.canadahelps.org), and
through the United Way campaign.
Some organizations and employers
match donations of their
employees.
A Ray of Light, is published by
MSMF twice a year from
contributions and reports sent by
its volunteers. Please send your
comments or suggestions to
info@msmf.ca or call us.
If you need more information,
please call us at 613 523 5413, or
visit our website, www.msmf.ca.
Our mailing address is: MSMF, 23
Mary Dr., Gloucester, ON, K1V 1G9,
Canada. Email address:
info@msmf.ca.

Dr. Chandra
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