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Somewhere over the rainbow skies are 
blue and the dreams that you dare to 
dream really do come true - Allison 
Haggart. 

After two years of volunteering my time 
connecting MSMF with private schools in 
Montreal willing to build partnerships with 
Dr. Chandra and the foundation, as well as 
forging new relationships with the 
ophthalmological community in Quebec, 
in June 2014, Dr. Chandra finally said to 
me that I needed to see for myself the 
goings on at Srikiran Eye Institute and 
Sarada Vidialayam in Kakinada.  So plans 
were set in motion to head to India, yet I 
couldn’t simply go on my own. To me, this 
adventure needed to be not only shared 
but documented and with this vision in 
mind, a small film crew came together. My 
former students, both still just 17 years old 
at the time, Francis Aubin our 
videographer, and Dominique Denoncourt 
our photographer, got their travel visas and 
passports updated. Christmas day 2014, 
we were flying over the Atlantic on our 
way to see Dr. Chandra in India.  

Our mission was to get new and vibrant 
audio and visual documentation of all the 
activities going on within Sarada 
Vidyalayam and the Eye Institute. Francis, a 
bright promising film producer, set about 
getting footage for his first documentary, 
while Dominique, our passionate, artistic 
intellectual, snapped thousands of 
photographs during our two-week stay. My 
purpose was to also learn as much as 
possible about the schools and find ways 
to help improve the English program there. 
We lived with Dr. Chandra during our stay 
and dined at his table. We were received 
as family by his sister Hema, who made 
sure we ate and slept very well. We visited 
the schools on many occasions and made 
ourselves quite known throughout the 
hospital. We participated in an eye camp 
and documented on video the progress of 
patients being taken in at the camp, then 
leaving 24 hours later from the hospital 
with newly restored vision.  Our 12 day 
visit was proving to be too short, but it was 
all the time we had and we used our time 
effectively.   

It has been three months now that we are 
back in Canada. Francis has been busy 
completing his final exams in his senior 
year in high school, organizing a film 
festival and working at editing his 
documentary of MSMF and Sirkiran Eye 
Institute. He is hoping to have completed 
this full-length documentary by the end of 
the year. Dominique, while actively 
participating in the political 
demonstrations around Montreal voicing 
her articulate and passionate ideas of life 
and justice, she is also editing her photos, 
preparing them for an art exhibit fundraiser 
we hope to hold within the coming year. 
She even mentioned to me that two of her 
photos taken in Kakinada are finalists in a 
photo contest held here in Montreal. My 
work is to guide Francis and Dominique so 
we continue to produce quality materials 
for MSMF. I have also taken Dominique’s 
images and produced information booklets 
and learning tools to be used when 
meeting with schools, hospitals and other 
organizations interested in learning more 
about MSMF. This summer, I will begin 
working on creating a strong, English 
immersion program for the students at 
Sarada Vidyalayam, while I prepare a
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Francis Aubin and Dominique 
Denoncourt from Montreal document 
their visit in preparation for a 
documentary.

Allison Haggart at Sarada Vidyalayam
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school in Montreal to send its students to 
spend time at the compound in Kakinada 
in 2016. 

A 12-day adventure around the world has 
us inspired to keep working around the 
clock for a very worthy cause. While I was 
in India, I kept a blog. I will conclude this 
article with the following excerpts from 
my blog to leave you with the sense of 
energy and emotion we carried with us 
then and still do now. 

“We have worked from dawn until dusk - 
until the natural light of day we used to 
our advantage for filming and 
photographs, faded away to night - 
a�constraint that forced us to make the 
most out of our days. Often, Dominique or 
Francis would be up and walking about 
getting early morning shots of the first 
sunrise and the gentle hues of the rice 
fields, the mango trees and flower beds 
that are scattered about the compound. I 
think we have been blessed to experience 
rural India.” 

“The lives of more than 2million people 
have already been blessed because of the 
activities of MSMF. Chandra explained at 
dinner time, that the goal for MSMF is to 
ensure that these activities continue 
forever. The goal of my team is to do 
justice to Dr. Chandra and Hema, to 
honour the memories of Manjari, Sarada 
and Srikiran and to bring the work of 
MSMF to the attention of the world.” 

“Although this 12-day journey is coming 
to an end, so much is just beginning. We 
have the editing of the documentary to 
complete, compilation of the photos to 
create promotional materials for MSMF 
and then, my Montreal team will be 
hitting the circuit of schools, hospitals and 
universities to spread the word of Dr. 
Chandra's work and how Canadians can 
get involved. His work is meaningful. His 
methods are honest and transparent. The 
results are staggeringly positive. These past 
25 years, he has bettered the lives of so 
many people - brought them health, 
education and belief in themselves that 
they can pull themselves out of poverty. I, 
for one, am going to lend a hand. 
Namaste. Xo”. To read more from my 

blog, go to www.fullcircle-
atriptoindia.blogspot.ca 

 [Allison Haggart: is a  teacher/ 
Coordinator of the department of 
“Animation spirituelle et enagement 
communautaire” at College Notre-Dame 
de Sacre Coeur in Montreal, Director,  
MSMF and mother to Chelsea and 
Daphnee]. 

MSMF Humanitarians of the Year. 

This year five nominations were made to 
the MSMF Humanitarian of the year. The 
list includes one cultural organization and 
four individuals who have worked 
tirelessly for MSMF over the past two 
decades.  We cannot thank them enough 
for their time, support and financial 
contributions to realize our vision. 

Michelle (Dussault) Danis 

Michelle Danis 
was born in Ile 
Perrot a suburb 
west of 
Montréal. �She is 
the eldest of  
five children. 
Michelle studied 
in Dorion until 

grade 11 and from there she studied in 
Montréal where she completed a 
Bachelor�in Education. �Initially she taught 
in French until she moved to Ottawa. �She 
was married to Jacques Dussault and they 
had two children Eric and Marike. �In 
Ottawa she was hired by the Carleton 
Catholic School Board where she taught 
French as a second language. �Her schools 
were all located in Nepean. �It is there she 
first met the Sankurathri family.  The Air 
India tragedy was a shock as she had 
greeted Manjari and her children as they 
were leaving home for the trip to India. 
�Michelle and the Sankurathris were 
neighbours. 

Michelle was on the Board of MSMF from 
Jun 1996 to Jul 2007. �She participated in 
numerous events that were organized by 
MSMF. �It is while teaching at St. Gregory 
Catholic School that she had the idea to 
establish a link between the children from 
her School and the children in Kakinada. 
�The children can remember participating 
in the purchase of School desks for 
children at the School in Kakinada. �Every 
spring children from her School had a 
Lenten project to send funds they saved to 
help the School in India. �When Chandra 
visited Ottawa he always made a point to 
visit the children at St Gregory School and 

also at St. Isidore School which also 
participated in the project. 

Since retiring Michelle has kept a close 
contact with MSMF and the activities in 
Kakinada. 

Dr. Peter J. Kertes, MD, CM, FRCSC 

Dr. Kertes majored in 
Molecular Biology at 
Princeton University 
as an undergraduate 
and went to McGill 
University for 
Medical School.  He 
then did a residency 
in Ophthalmology at 
the University of 
Ottawa and 
undertook a 2 year 

vitreo-retinal surgical fellowship with Dr. 
Gholam Peyman at Louisiana State 
University in New Orleans, LA. 

He was in practice in Ottawa from 1997 
and moved to the Sunnybrook Health 
Sciences Centre, Toronto in 2003 and is a 
vitreo-retinal surgeon and the 
Ophthalmologist-in-chief of the John and 
Liz Tory Eye Centre at Sunnybrook, and on 
staff at the Hospital for Sick Children.  He 
is a Professor of Ophthalmology and 
Vision Sciences at the University of 
Toronto. 

Dr. Kertes has an interest in clinical 
epidemiology and evidence-based 
medicine and has published 3 books on 
the major clinical trials in Ophthalmology 
that are a staple of every resident’s library. 
He also served as one of the editors-in-
chief of the journal, Evidence-based 
Ophthalmology, has authored many 
chapters, and more than 60 peer-reviewed 
publications. 

Dr. Kertes has a special interest in 
international ophthalmology and has 
participated in 20 volunteer projects 
throughout the developing world, many of 
them focused on retinopathy of 
prematurity and paediatric retina. 

The Telugu Literary Society of Manitoba 

The Telugu Literary Society of Manitoba 
(TLSM) was founded by a committee of 
members, Dr. Krishna  Desikachari,             
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Mr. Srinivasa Rao Atmuri, Mr.Reddy Kesari, 
Mr. Upendra Rao Puttagunta, Mr. Prasad 
Kota, and Dr. Venkateswara Rao Adduri.   
Initially, the Committee chose to support 
Literature in the Telugu language and began 
funding literary publications such as 
Prasanna Bharathi with their own personal 
donations. A formal fundraising began in 
1996 at the Annual Diwali Celebrations of 
Hindu Society of Manitoba.  When the 
Committee found that the funds raised 
were more than needed for the Magazine 
they were supporting, they decided to 
choose another worthy cause to fund.  
Going along with the suggestion of Mrs. 
Lakshmi Kamineni they chose Manjari 
Sankurathri Memorial Foundation (MSMF) 
which has implemented Eye Care, 
Education and Disaster Relief programs in 
Andhra Pradesh, where the local language 
spoken is Telugu!  The third initiative the 
Committee chose to support is the annual 
Thyagaraja Music Festival – Saint 
Thyagaraja being a prolific composer of 
music in the Telugu language.  In 
Winnipeg, Mrs. Vydhehi and Dr. 
Rangachari Venkataraman, great teachers of 
Telugu Classical Music, conduct annually 
the Sadguru Thyagaraju Festival, where 
Saint Thyagaraju’s compositions are sung! 

The Society raises funds selling onsite 
freshly prepared delicacies such as Dosa 
and Idli with fragrant Sambar and tastefully 
spiced Chutnies to those attending the 
yearly Diwali Mela (Festival), patiently 
waiting in long lineups for their plateful! 

The Society with support from Mr. Mitesh 
Trivedi of Charisma Restaurant conducted a 
special fundraiser in 2010 in Winnipeg for 
MSMF when Dr. Chandra Sankurathri 
visited them.  Two other beneficiaries of 
TLSM are Ayush Nilayam Orphanage in 
Hyderabad, where about 40 children 
affected by HIV are taken care of, received 
funding in 2010, and the deaf children 
whose school in Visakhapatnam was badly 
damaged by the extremely destructive 
Hudhud Cyclone in 2014. 

We salute the Telugu Literary Society of 
Manitoba and its Membership! 

Dr. Marie Louise Lapointe MD, FRCSC 

Dr. Lapointe went to medical school and 
did her Ophthalmology residency at 
McGill University in Montreal. 

Since 1990 she has been in private practice 
in Ottawa, operates at the Riverside 
Hospital and is Assistant Professor at the 
University of Ottawa. Dr. Lapointe has a 
special interest in visual rehabilitation and 
has been teaching it for over 20yrs. She 
was a royal College examiner on the 

subject of 
Optics and 
Visual Rehab 
between 2008 
and 2012. 
 With a love of 
travelling Dr. 
Lapointe 
practiced Visual 
Rehabilitation 
in the 
developing 
world and 

acquired a real 
interest in International Ophthalmology. 

Dr. Karim F. Damji MD, FRCSC, MBA 

Dr. Damji is Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences at the University of Alberta and 
former residency program director.� He 
completed his residency in Ophthalmology 

at the University of 
Ottawa and 
fellowship training in 
glaucoma at Duke 
University. He has a 
passion for 
developing 
Institutional capacity 
and tele-health 
approaches to 
enhance access and 
quality of glaucoma care for under serviced 
populations within Canada and in the 
developing world.�Karim has authored over 
120 peer review publications, contributed 
to Canadian evidence based guidelines on 
glaucoma, and co-authored recent editions 
of Shields’ Textbook of Glaucoma. �He has 
received awards for excellence in 
teaching,research and humanism.
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The Statistics Speak for Themselves 
The statistics below provide a glimpse of what we have been able to achieve with the support of our funding partners and volunteers.  
Donors and volunteers are very important partners in what we do.  It is essentially people empowering people. 

Facts                                            Cumulative          Jan - Apr
                                                  1990-2015        2015

Out Patients Treated                       2,203,943     59,465             
Surgeries Performed                          211,664       5,109                
Vision Centres                                               7                     1            
Eye Screening Camps for Adults           2,182           59                 
Eye screening Camps for Children        1,001             1                    
Medical Personnel Trained                       354             2                        
Support Staff Trained                                118              0           
CME Workshops Conducted                      61                      1     
Children Educated                                 2,360         137                  
Scholarships Provided                              450                     0    
School Children Screened                 326,629           228

Statement of Expenses of MSMF (2014) 
Expenses  (to be audited)     2014    

Jan-Dec
Projects 220,459
Credit Card Fees    1,540    
Fundraising     3,290     
Professional Fees     8,132     
General     7,560        
TOTAL                 240,981

Support Provided in 2014.
Sarada Vidyalayam Approx. $     75,544
Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology Approx. $   144,915

Thank you for Caring  

We are very grateful to you for 
supporting MSMF and its programs 
in eye care, education and disaster 
relief.  We would not have achieved 
this level of success in eye care and 
education programs without your 
generous support.  In these difficult 
economic times, your continued 
support is more than ever needed 
and appreciated. MSMF remains 
dedicated to provide the most 
outstanding service and care 
possible.  

You can donate to MSMF in three 
ways: with a cheque or credit card 
information sent directly in mail to 
MSMF, online through 
(www.canadahelps.org), and 
through the United Way campaign.  
Some organizations and employers 
match donations of their employees. 

A Ray of Light, is published by 
MSMF twice a year from 
contributions and reports sent by its 
volunteers. Please send your 
comments or suggestions to 
info@msmf.ca or call us.  

If you need more information, 
please call us at 613 523 5413, or 
visit our website, www.msmf.ca.  
Our mailing address is:  MSMF, 23 
Mary Dr., Gloucester, ON,  K1V 1G9, 
Canada.  Email address: 
info@msmf.ca.

Progress Report from Sankurathri 
Foundation 

Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology 

After two years of planning, a new vision 
centre was inaugurated on 16th March, 
2015 at Juvvalapalem. The planning 
addressed the need for such a centre and to 
make the vision centre sustainable within 
three years with the income generated by 
the centre itself.This Vision Centre will 
provide primary eye care to about 100,000 
people in the region. 

Kivuto Solutions Inc, an Ottawa, ON based 
corporation, provided financial support for 
the establishment of the Vision Centre. They 
also agreed to support the deficits in the 
maintenance of the vision centre for the 
next three years. In addition, Kivuto will 
also support 800 surgeries for one year at 
$50 per surgery. 

Spandana - disaster relief activities 

Hurricane, Hudhud crossed Visakhapatnam 
on 12th October, 2014. According to the 
BBC, Hudhud� brought winds as high as 
210 km/ hour and it crossed the land near 
Visakhapatnam, uprooting hundreds of 
trees and bringing down power lines. It has 
been declared as the worst natural disaster 
in the recent times from this area. Reuters 
reported  that trees and power lines 

snapped like twigs and debris strewn across 
city streets. 

The losses due to Hudhud�were significant,  
Basic infrastructure was heavily impacted, 
During this Hurricane a residential school 
for the deaf and dumb managed by the 
Lions Club of Vizag was badly damaged, 
doors were broken, window shutters were 
ripped off leaving the school in a horrible 
condition. A group of (MSMF and others) 
people headed by Dr. Rao Adduri from 
Winnipeg, Manitoba  has come forward to 
help the school and donated money for 
restoring the windows and doors so that the 
children can live safely there. The work was 
completed and the school is back in 
operation now. Thanks to the team from 
Winnipeg. 

Srikiran performs a historic surgery on a 
month old baby. 

Rama Krishna and Suneetha were blessed 
with a baby boy. The baby was born 
premature (7 months). Soon after the birth, 
Dr. Sandeep Reddy of Srikiran, diagnosed 
the baby with a rare eye problem known as 
Retinopathy Of Prematurity (ROP). When 
medicine and laser treatments proved 
ineffective, Dr. Reddy with assistance from 
Dr. Sridevi, decided to perform Vitreous 
Retina surgery in order to prevent the baby 
from going blind. The surgery was performed 
on both eyes under general anesthesia and 
has taken about two hours to complete. It is 
a testament to the competence and quality 
of the care that Srikiran provides today to 
the people that cannot afford otherwise.

Lakshmi Raju and Sangeetha Raju, from 
Kivuto Silutions Inc, Ottawa were present 
at the inauguration of the vision centre.


