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-sekhar Sankurathri observed, - “ to docu-
ment my life story which could inspire 
some people, and give encouragement to 
people in distress to overcome their feel-
ings” . 
Below, I gather what has been said in the 
Forewords to Chandrasekhar’s Autobiog-
raphy: 
“ It is hard even to imagine the mental 
trauma Dr. Chandrasekhar would have 
undergone during these tragic stages of 
his life.  It is his exceptional will power 
that helped him overcome his personal 
misery and channel his energy and enthu-
siasm towards the betterment of his com-
munity”  

Dr. G. Natchiar, Co-Founder,  
Aravind Eye Care Systems, 
Madurai. 
 
“What happened with Dr. Chandrasekhar 

when he lost his beloved wife and chil-
dren in the ill-fated Air India Kanishka 
flight crash was tragic incident.  But he did 
not let his tragedy affect his life in a down-
ward spiral; instead he devoted himself to 
a greater good and converted his grief 
into service for humanity.  He chose his 
life to serve millions of people, honoring 
the memory of lost family in the noblest 
way.”  

Sri V. V. Lakshmi Narayana I.P.S. 

(Retd.) Former JD, CBI 

 

Dr. Chandrasekhar Sankurathri is an in-
spiration to millions of people across the 
world, who has transformed his unimagin-
able personal tragedy into tremendous 
service to society.”   

Sri K. Pawan Kalyan  

 

A Ray of Hope book was released 
in Canada and in India.  If you 
like to receive a copy, please send 
a request to info@msmf.ca. 
SarmaVishnubhatla 

Andre and Michelle Trepanier 
with Chandra Sankurathri at his 

book signing ceremony in Ottawa Chandra Sankurathri at his book 
release function in Amaravati with 
Chief Minister  Nara Chandra Babu 

Naidu 

A Ray of Hope  

Autobiography of  

Chandrasekhar  Sankurathri. 

Although I have known him for well 
over 40 years, I must say that 
there is a lot I haven’t until I read 
his Autobiography. The purpose to 
write his autobiography, Chandra 

Spandana 
(Disaster Relief) 

SF Spandana team was involved in 
the recent floods due to very heavy 
monsoon rains in the Godavari Delta 
area of East Godavari District. The 
village, Appanna Ramuni Lanka, liter-
ally became an island with water all 
around the village. A similar situation 
occurred few years ago and our team 
has helped them with immediate relief 
measures. This year we have received 
a telephone call from the local youth 
requesting us to provide the immediate 
food supplies to the affected families. 
Within 24 hours the team had organ-
ized the relief supplies and delivered 
near the village to all the families. In 
return they have expressed their grati-
tude by offering their services for our 
community outreach camps in villages. 
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‘A Ray of Light’ is published twice 
a year from the contributions of its 
readers and volunteers 

SF Staff distributing aid to villagers 



next day, I attended Dr. Micheal O’Con-
nor’s operation theatre.  Upon discuss-
ing the outcomes of surgeries and treat-
ments being offered, we both agreed 
that our experiences were similar.  On 
the next day I attended the clinics again.  
Overall, it was quite satisfying to note 
that our practice patterns at Srikiran 
matched those of CHEO in pediatric 
ophthalmology.  I am very thankful to 
Rosemary Bickerton and Dr. Ralf Buhr-
mann for facilitating the observership.   

On the 7th I met all the members of the 
MSMF Board (Except Allison) at the din-
ner.  On the 9th we all gathered at the 
Ben Franklin Place, Napean to release 
of Dr. Chandra’s autobiography.  Dr. 
Ralf Buhrmann was also conferred the 
MSMF Humanitarian award.  I visited the 
place where Dr. Chandra Sir used to 
stay in Ottawa in the 1970s and the 80s. 

I returned back by the early morning 
flight from Ottawa on the 11th via Toronto
-Dubai-Hyderabad.   
 

Dr. Anuj Bhargava, Dr. Chandra Sankurathri, Dr. Ralf Buhrmann, Terry Milewski 

My trip to Canada, May-June 2018 

Dr. Avinash Mahindrakar 

 In March 2018 when Dr. Chandra 
told me that I was going to attend 
the Canadian Ophthalmological So-
ciety’s annual conference in Toronto 
in the month of May, I was pleas-
antly surprised.    

The travel from Hyderabad to To-
ronto via Dubai was a pleasant one, 
landing me at the destination on the 
30th of May.  Thanks to internet, I 
had figured out before landing that 
the best way to commute from the 
Pearson airport to the Union Station 
was the UP express. The Fairmont 
Royal York was just opposite to the 
Union Station.   

The conference started the next day 
i.e., the 31st of May.  Thanks to the 
“ app”  they had created for the con-
ference, it was very easy to plan 
beforehand the sessions I wanted to 
attend.  The first day was mainly 
TED style talks in a first of its kind 
as far as medical conferences are 
concerned.  It was a single long ses-
sion of seven and a half hours cov-
ering various aspects of Ophthal-
mology in general.   The next two  
days had many talks by the Cana-
dian as well as the visiting Ophthal-
mologists which were par excel-
lence.  Every day the talks would 
start at 6-30 am, which is not a rou-
tine practice in  India.  I happened to 
meet Drs. Sadhana Kulkarni, Rus-
tum Karanjia and Behrooz Azizi, 
who had visited Srikiran as PGY5 
residents to learn Small Incision 
Cataract Surgery.  We had our 
MSMF stall at the conference, as is 
the usual practice.  It was hearten-
ing to see a German Ophthalmolo-
gist at the MSMF stall expressing 
her interest in volunteering her time 
at Srikiran.  In addition, Drs. Rustum 
Karanjia and Amandeep Rai came 
out with their desire to visit Srikiran. 

My observership at the Children’s 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario started 
on the 5th of June.  I attended Dr. 
Annick Fournier’s clinic on first day.  
It was heartening to see how thor-
ough she was with the diagnosis 
and counseling of the patients.  The 

Dr. Indu Gambhir, MC at Chandra 
Sankurathri Book Launch 

My Third Trip to Sarada Vidyalayam 

Abhi Kurusetty 

 We visited Sarada Vidyalayam 
for a week during the last week of 
July/first week of August. When we 
arrived, Chandra uncle courteously 
housed us in the newly con-
structed guest house. The rooms 
in this newly constructed complex 
were spacious and well furnished. 
Whenever nourishment was 
needed, the mess was simply a 
floor away, where we could go for 
our food, and the occasional hot 
beverage. 
 More than four years ago, I 
began teaching English to the now 
graduating class using Skype. 
Since then, I visited Sarada Vidya-
layam twice in order to help them 
with their English. I forged a strong 
bond with them. Over time they 
learnt to write three and five para-
graph persuasive English essays. 
On this trip I didn't get to interact 
with them much. But nonetheless, 
I challenged them one last time to 
solve a Rubik's cube. One of them, 
by using internet solved it in two 
and half minutes. I was very im-
pressed.  
I also started interacting with cur-
rent grade nine class during this 
trip. Unfortunately, my week long 
trip coincided with their exam time. 
However, with the limited time we 
had, I introduced writing three and 
five paragraph essays. During this 



MSMF Scholarships(2018-2019) 

We see bright students from our own school and neighbouring 
schools unable to continue postsecondary education for they lack 
financial means.  We with some donors who established endow-
ments began supporting postsecondary education since 2010.  Se-
lection of students for scholarships is based on their academic per-
formance, economic background, attitude and behavior.   

Michele Mukerji Memorial Scholarships 
Tatapudi Naga Jyoti (F) - 2Yr, B.Sc. Computers 
Dara Pushpavalli (F) - 2Yr, B.Tech 
Kotha Pavani (M) - 2Yr, B.Sc. (MPC) 
Penke Sai Lakshmi (F) - 1Yr, B.Tech 

Rajni Saincher Scholarships 
Koppisetti Devisri (F) - 3Yr, B.Tech (EEE) 
Koppadi J Priya (F) - 3Yr, B.Tech (ECE) 
Chillapalli LDS Devi (F) - 1Yr, B.Sc. 
Nutigattu SNS Maheswari (F) -3Yr, B.Tech 
Pachipulusu L Sowjanya (F) -B.Sc 
Gampa Srinivas (M) -  ECE 

Lynn & Maniben Mehta Memorial Scholarships 
Gollapalli SS Kumari (F) - 3Yr, B.Tech (Civil) 
Nakka Saraswathi (F) - 1Yr, MBBS 
Mamillapalli Harathi (F) - 2Yr, B.Tech 

Saraswati Scholarships 
Nagireddi Vasumuni (M) - 3Yr, B.Tech 
Penke Geethanjali (F) - 2Yr, Intermediate (MPC) 
Gubbala Urmila (F) - 1Yr, Intermediate (MPC) 
Middi Poorna (F) - 1Yr, TTC 
Raj Kumar Gambhir Scholarships 
Vuta Veerendra (M) - 2Yr, Mech. Eng. 
Duvva L Parvathi (F) - 2Yr, Intermediate (MPC) 
The Prasad Family Foundation Scholarships 
Tatapudi Sai Kumari (F) - 3Yr, B.Sc 
Alapati Jahnavi (F)  2Yr, B.Sc (Nursing) 
Abhishek Kurusetty Scholarship 
Jakka Jayakumar (M) - ECE 
MSMF Scholarships 
Pusarla Rajgopal (M) - 4Yr, B.Tech 
Eluganti SS Rani (F) - 3Yr, B.Sc 
Chekka R Kumar (M) - 4Yr, B.Pharmacy 
Pusarla Kalyani (F) - 3Yr, B.Sc (Computers) 
Eluganti Suresh (M) - 1Yr, M.Sc 
Gollapalli Gangadhar (M)- 3Yr, Dip Agri Eng 
Bandi SRC Murthy (M) - 4Yr, B.Tech 

The Statistics Speak for Themselves 
The statistics below provide a glimpse of what we have been able to achieve with the support of our funding partners and volunteers.  

Donors and volunteers are very important partners in what we do. It is essentially people empowering people. 

 
 

Facts Cumulative Cumulative 

1990-2018 

Jan –Sep 
2018 

Statement of Expenses & Support 
(audited) 

Outpatients Treated 2,953,017 181,219  Expenses in 2017  (Jan- Dec) audited  

Surgeries Performed 255,200 10,965 Projects  $200,000 
Vision Centres 11 2 Credit Card Fees  $2,410 

City Center 1 0 Fundraising  $5,865 

Eye Screening Camps for Adults 2,750 169 Professional Fees  $10,732 

Eye screening Camps for Children 1152 10 Office  $2,821 

Medical Personnel Trained 404 11 Total $221,828 

Support Staff Trained 154 2     

CME Workshops Conducted 63 1 

Children Educated 2,875 190 Sarada Vidyalayam   $101,040 

Scholarships Provided 615 0 Srikiran Institute of  Ophthalmology   $98,960 

School Children Screened 383,397 5,655    

Support Provided in 2017(Audited)   

year I hope to strengthen them with required skills to 
the point of proficiency. 
Thanks to the global connectivity of social media, 
some of the students from Sarada Vidyalayam have 
become friends with me via Facebook and started 
asking about what specialization to choose in their 
intermediate program. I had the opportunity to help 
the students further their desire to pursue education. 
With that in mind, I decided to help fund a scholar-
ship with the little money I make working as a life-
guard in Ottawa, in order to financially aid an aspir-
ing student.. 
Of course this whole experience and opportunity 
could not have been possible without the hospitality 
and generosity of Chandra uncle, Hema ammumma 
and rest of the staff. They treated me as their own,  
and pampering me in the same way. My trips over 
time gave me Hema "Ammumma" (grandmother), 
which is very sweet, as I never had one! Her affec-
tion is a big incentive for me in addition to teaching at 
Sarada Vidyalayam  

Abhi Kurusetty with Grade 9 class at  

Sarada Vidyalayam 



A sibling’s agony about  

Air India tragedy 

Dr. Chandra Vaidyanathan  

A “ massive and uncalled for”  
aviation tragedy struck this planet on 
23 June 1985, about 33 years ago. 
This was not due to equipment fail-
ure or mother nature’s fury but de-
liberately and wickedly crafted 
disaster by misguided evil human 
beings.  What a shockingly sad day, 
when hundreds of innocent lives 
were snuffed out instantly and al-
tered the destinies of thousands 
more that were left behind. 

Some lost young children, some 
were left without their loving fami-
lies, some without their siblings, 
some without friends and in some 
instances, the whole families disap-
peared…...indeed a tragic event of 
unimaginable proportions in Ca-

nadian aviation history. 
Air India Flight 182, Kanishka, that 
departed from Toronto. was de-
stroyed by a bomb at an altitude of 
31,000 feet. which crashed into the 
Atlantic Ocean while in Irish air-
space. The incident was referred by 
many, as the largest mass murder 
in Canadian history. Out of 329 peo-
ple, only 132 bodies were recov-
ered; 197 were lost at sea. Like 
some of you here, my brother of just 
24,who had graduated in Mechani-
cal Engineering, was one of the un-
fortunate whose body was never 
found. He was on his way to cele-
brate his graduation with his mom 
and brother in Chennai, India. 
Despite many books, analysis, in-
vestigation and commissions of in-

quiry on this catastrophic event, the leg-
acy of the tragedy is still haunting many 
of us and deep wounds had been left in 
the heart of those directly affected. Apart 
from the obvious pain, the lingering 
doubt and suffering continues, know-
ing that the Canadian government has 
not been forthright in acknowledging this, 
as an act of outright terrorism and 
bringing appropriate justice to the per-
petrators of this heinous crime. 
Admittedly, there was a long criminal 
trial, a public inquiry and an apology from 
the federal government for failing to pre-
vent the bombing and for the mishandling 
of families thereafter. However, this tragic 
loss is still not being viewed by the Ca-
nadian government and fellow citizens as 
a loss worthy of massive public 
mourning. 
Nevertheless, the survivors of this tragic 
event have managed to move on in 
many different ways by going through five 
different stages of grieving process, 
known as the Kubler-Ross model 
 
Denial, Anger, Bargaining, Depression 
and Acceptance 

Denial.. still do not believe it happened, 
as the body was not found 
Anger…..why me & my family, this is not 
fair. Who are the perpetrators? Punish 
those who caused this madness. 
Bargaining……. negotiation for an ex-
tended life is made in exchange for a re-
formed lifestyle."I'd give anything to have 
him back."If only he'd come back to life, 
I'd promise to be a better person!" 
Depression……..Stuck in this stage not 
wanting to get out or get help. Much insti-
tutional effort was spent on getting the 
perpetrators, instead of helping the vic-
tims of the tragedy with adequate moral & 
psychological support. 
Acceptance 
Many gathered here including me can 
relate to this. The positive actions taken 
by many, in the aftermath of personal 
tragedy to serve society in many ways: 
Dr Chandrasekar Sankurathri 
He started a school for under privileged 
students and taking pride in their 
achievement. He has also started an eye 
hospital to share the gift of vision to the 
needy 
He has infused the spirit of volunteering 
in India. 
Dr Anatharaman – started a school in 
Arkadu, in Tamil Nadu 

Latha Pada, through the gift of dance, 
provides solace to those affected. 
Various others, like my family, have 
founded scholarship programs to stu-
dents in various universities in Can-
ada. and India. 

Thank you for Caring 
The success we are achieving is because of 
your generous financial support, and also 
dedicated services from the staff and teach-
ers at Sarada Vidyalayam, and doctors and 
paramedical staff at Srikiran Institute of 
Ophthalmology.  We pledge that MSMF will 
continue to provide outstanding services 
and care, that is possible, to the poor, disad-
vantaged and the suffering. 
To support our programs financially, please 

do one of the following: 
1.  Cheque / Credit Card: Complete the do-
nation form, attach a cheque made to 
MSMF 
      or provide details of your credit card 
information and mail it to the address on 
the donation form, or 
2.  Interac e-transfer  your donation to 
info@msmf.ca 
3.  On your web browser, Go Online to the 
address given below, and select Donate 
Now;  Enter the information requested to 
complete the donation process. 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/
manjari-sankurathri-memorial-foundation-
msmf/ 

Registered Name: MANJARI SANKURATHRI 
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 
Business Number: 890024995RR0001 
4.  Contribute through United Way Cam-
paigns: either at Workplace or in the Com-
munity, or 
5.  Donate through "Benevity Causes Portal" 
a workplace giving and matching program, 
with a social mission to help improve the 
way charities access and become eligible for 
Corporate Giving Programs (https://
causes.benevity.org/). 
 

Please consider that some organizations 
and employers match donations of their 

employees. 
 

"A Ray Of Light" is published twice a year 
from reports and contributions received 
from volunteers.  Any concerns and com-
ments you may have, please send them to  
the Executive Director of MSMF: 
ed.msmf@msmf.ca or  MSMF, 23 Mary Dr., 
Gloucester, ON  K1V 1G9. 

We thank you. 
Chandra Sankurathri, Sarma Vishnub-
hatla, Vikram Sundar, Allison Haggart, 
Byatris Kattackal,  Badari Kurusetty,  

Dr. Chandra Vaidyanathan speak-
ing at Chandra Sankurathri’s 
book launch in Ottawa 


