EEDUCATION * EYE CARE * DISASTER RELIEF

25 Years of
Sarada Vidyalayam

Sarada Vidyalayam in 1993. It
started under the shades of
mango trees. You can see
Chandra’s hammock in the
foreground!
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School was the first one to start
at Sankurathri Foundation(SF) in 1992.
This is school's Silver Jubilee year. It
came a long way from make shift accommodations under the mango trees to all
weather concrete buildings the children
come to experience today. It even had a
name change in the first few years of its
existence. In initial days Hema and
Chandra Sankurathri used to go to villagers houses to ask parents to send their
children to school. Their efforts paid off
and children are completing school and
going to universities to pursue their educational goals. Chandra sees his own
children in them and Hema's eyes light
up when she talks about students, especially when some students land lucrative
jobs. Both of them pride themselves for
achieving zero dropout rate. This is one
of the most successful schools in the
state of Andhra Pradesh with a success
rate of 100% and all of them are above
A-, a testimony to their effort. Many children are able to join residential schools
based on their marks and are offered full
ride for their intermediate education. SF
brought value based education to that
corner of the state, and they give opportunity for children to learn art, music and
dancing. They send the children to compete at local debating and quiz(Trivia)
competitions and they come home with
trophies. Chandra and Hema tell all this
news with pride and a sense of satisfaction.
MSMF played a huge role in this
success story. Even today Sarada Vidyalayam is run with funds given by
MSMF. Over time several(30) scholarships were established to see the continuation of children's' studies. Many are
seeking these scholarships to pay their
tuition fee etc. You can see the list of
scholarships that are being given to students elsewhere in this newsletter.
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Some schools from Ottawa were
closely associated with the school right
from the beginning. St. Gregory elementary school is one of them and it
offered their support for more than a
decade. Their support started way
back in 1996 and continued for more
than 12 years. Mme Michelle Dani
was the person behind promoting the
Kakinada project, and provide its support for then "Padmavathi Education
Center". Subsequently Principals Kryski, Burke and Schreider continued the
tradition. They collected the money
during lent. Little children gave money
they got from their grandparents. One
teacher raffled homemade candles,
another teacher had a charity basketball game, and played "Lento"(Bingo).
Catholic School Board teachers gave
additional money based on
St.Gregory's efforts. Ms. Meg Myers, a
teacher, visited Sarada Vidyalayam.
Students raised money to equip class
rooms with desks, books and buy uniforms to Sarada Vidyalayam children.
Students on both sides of the world
exchanged gifts and wrote to each
other. Chandra always made it a point
to visit the school during his trip to Ottawa. An organization from Toronto,
Asha for Education paid teachers'
salaries one year. Hindu Society of
Ottawa Carleton paid for 10 students.

Sarada Vidyalayam High School
Building(2015)
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With the financial support
of a generous supporter in
Toronto, Canada, Srikiran
Institute of Ophthalmology
has purchased the Keeler
Pulsair Tonometer and
ZEISS OPMI LUMERA
300 Ophthalmic Microscope (2 Nos). They were
installed successfully at
Srikiran. This donation
came through MSMF,
Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology got
the instruments (Cooling centrifuge and
800 freezer with 6KVA online UPS and
12V,65AH batteries-20) for Genetics
and Microbiology Laboratory through
donation from Mr. Sai Gunturi and
Mrs. Triveni Kaza Gunturi in memory
of their beloved parents Dr. Kalidas
Kaza and Smt. Annapurna. Mr. and
Mrs. Gunturi are from Dallas, Texas,
U.S.A.

Juvvalapalem Vision Center (JVC)
In India, eye clinics and
eye hospitals with qualified staff
and well-equipped with expensive
instrumentation to provide eye care
are found only in big cities.
Juvvalapalem, in the District of
West Godavari in Kalla Mandal,
consists of 13 villages and it has a
population of 70,000 but there is
no eye hospital.
The idea of starting a vision center at Juvvalapalem originated after the successful outreach
camps conducted in Bhimavaram.
Sankuratri Foundation (SF) has
discussed the idea with MSMF in
late 2014. MSMF has approached
an Ottawa based company, Kivuto
Solutions Inc (http://kivuto.com/)
founded in 1997 by Mr. Ram
Raju, and put forth a proposal of
Juvvalapalem Vision Cetre. Kivuto
Solutions Inc. graciously accepted
the proposal and agreed to meet
the expenses needed to set up the
Vision Centre and perform a thousand cataract eye surgeries. Since
SF has 22 years of experience in
conducting eye camps, the foundation was immediately on board and
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Chandrasekhar Medical Research
Foundation( CMRF)
To honor the legacy of Dr.
Chandrasekhar Sankurathri
“Chandrasekhar Medical Research
Foundation” was established at SIO to
support the clinical and basic research
efforts being conducted at the SIO. A
primary focus of the CMRF will be to
scale up the ongoing ocular genetic
program and also study other medical
disorders such as heart disease, diabetes, high blood pressure, and cancer. Under the auspices of the CMRF,
we plan to establish a world-class genetics research institute.

Team consists of Professor Venkateswara Vinod Mootha, M.D., an ophthalstarted Juvvalapalem Vision Centre in
mologist and human genetics reMarch 2015.
JVC was able to reach out to the searcher at the University of Texas
people in need within the village and pro- Southwestern Medical Center leads
vided much needed service to the villag- our team. Professor Vamsi Mootha,
M.D., a professor at Harvard Medical
ers. In 2015, the vision center has
School and Massachusetts General
screened 4,601 direct outpatients; done
Hospital will play an advisory role. He
the refraction for 1,350 patients; organized 16 eye camps; screened 1,888 out- is recipient of a Padma Sri award. The
patients for various eye problems through project Co-Leader is Chandrasekhar
Sankurathri, PhD, Founder / Managing
eye camps and performed 561 cataract
Director of the SIO. He will provide
surgeries.
oversight of the SIO team led by Drs.
JVC has continued to do an excellent service in the following year too. In M. Avinash and U. Madhu.
2016, the vision center has screened
5070 direct outpatients; done the refraction for 946 patients; organized 19 eye
camps; screened 1,502 outpatients for
various eye problems through eye camps
and performed 284 cataract surgeries.
This year till end of September,
JVC has screened 3,483 direct outpatients; done the refraction for 623 patients; organized 16 eye camps; screened
JVC Inauguration
912 outpatients for various eye problems
care. For all the beneficiaries of
through eye camps and performed 323
Juvvalapalem Vision Centre, SF and
cataract surgeries.
MSMF gratefully acknowledge the
The above numbers shows that
JVC has helped tremendously thousands generous continuing support of Mr.
of villagers in Juvvalapalem for their eye Ram Raju and KIVUTO Solutions Inc.
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Scholarships from endowments and MSMF(30 Students)

Statue of Deity Sarada at
Sarada Vidyalayam

Visitors to
Sankurathri Foundation
Sri. Karthikeya Misra, Collector and
District Magistrate, East Godavari District visited Sarada Vidyalayam and
SIO on 22nd July2017 and interacted
with the students and also inaugurated
Modular Operation Theatres.
Dr. Vinod Mootha visited Sankurathri
Foundation in August. He exchanged
MOU about "Chandrasekhar Medical
Research Foundation", visited Aravind
Medical Research Foundation, and also
spent some time at SIO.
Mr. Venkata Sobbisetti and Vetsa
V.S.G. Gupta from Boston Visited
Sankurathri foundation on 2nd August
and were impressed by seeing the activities at SF.
Mr. Satishraj from Aravind eye care
system visited Srikiran for the IHMS
follow-up visit. He stayed for 10 days
and programmed the modules in IHMS
as per our requirement.

Michele Mukerji Memorial Scholarships (4)
Tatapudi Naga Jyothi B.Sc. Computers, 1st Year
Dara Pushpa Valli Engineering
Kotha Pavani B.Sc. (MPC)
Chillapalli Jyoshna Intermediate 1st
Year, MPC
Rajni Saincher Scholarships (6)
Koppisetti Devisri B.Tech 2nd Year
EEE
Kotha Malathi Degree in Distance
Education
Koppadi Jigeesha Priya B.Tech 2nd
Year ECE
Barre Subhash Chandra Bose
Mech Eng 1st year
Chillapalli Laxmi Durga Subhadra
Devi Interm 2nd Year, MPC
Nutigattu Siva Naga Sai Maheswari
B.Tech (Civil Eng) 1st Year
Saraswati Scholarships (3)
Nagireddi Vasumuni Pragathi college B.Tech 2nd Tear
Penke Geethanjali Intermediate 1st
Year, MPC (LEO)
Nama Pavan Prasad CEC 2nd Year
Lynn & Maniben Mehta Memmorial
Scholarships (2)
Gollapalli Siva Surya Kumari
B.Tech 2nd Year in Civil Eng
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Chode Kiran DCE Civil Engineering 1st Year
Raj Kumar Gambhir Scholarship
(2)
Vuta Veerendra Mechanical Engineering 1st year
Duvva Lakshmi Parvathi Intermediate 1st Year (MPC)
The Prasad Family Foundation
Scholarships (2)
Taatapudi Sai Kumari B.Sc 2nd
year
Alapati Jahnavi B.Sc. Nursing 1st
Year
MSMF Scholarships (11)
Pusarla Rajgopal B.Tech 3rd
Year
Ponnada Navya Sri B.Tech 4th
year
Vanaparthi Chandra Sekar Diploma 3rd Year
E. Sai Sandhya Rani B.Sc 2nd
Year
Koppisetti Rajesh B.Tech 3rd
Year
Chekka Rohith Kumar
B.Pharmacy 3rd year
Pusarla Kalyani B.Sc Computers
2nd year
E.Suresh B.Sc 3rd year
Surisetti Sai Kumar B.Tech 4th
year
Gollapalli Gangadhar Dip in Agriculture Eng 2nd Year
Bandi Sri Rama Chandramurthy

The Statistics Speak for Themselves
The statistics below provide a glimpse of what we have been able to achieve with the support of our funding partners and volunteers.
Donors and volunteers are very important partners in what we do. It is essentially people empowering people.

Facts Cumulative

Cumulative
1990-2017

Jan -Oct
2017

Statement of Expenses & Support
2016(audited)

Out Patients Treated
Surgeries Performed
Vision Centres
City Center
Eye Screening Camps for Adults
Eye screening Camps for Children
Medical Personnel Trained
Support Staff Trained
CME Workshops Conducted
Children Educated
Scholarships Provided
School Children Screened

2,732,524
242,361
9
1
2,551
1137
391
150
62
2,685
568
374,845

179,335
10,185
1
0
142
16
8
11
0
182
55
6,579

Expenses audited 2016
Projects
Credit Card Fees
Fundraising
Professional Fees
General
Total

(Jan- Dec)
$200,000
$2,349
$2,844
$8,435

$4,343
$217,971

Support Provided in 2016(Audited — Approx )
Sarada Vidyalayam
$103,750
Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology $ 96,250
(
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MSMF Picnic
Ottawa
The origins of MSMF picnic
are in the gatherings of friends in
homes and backyards at the time of
yearly visits of Chandra Sankurathri
from India. As the group of friends
grew larger, it became more practical to move the gatherings out into a
larger facility such as a public park.
When friends met on these occasions, some volunteered to setup
the facilities, others to cook and
serve food, take down the setup or
clean and restore the site to the
original state at the end. Cultural
activities and celebrations were
added to provide light entertainment.
With the passage of time, years
really, there has been a steady increase in the numbers attending the
annual picnic: from friends, to
friends of friends, and then others
who heard of the picnic over the
social media, radio and flyers posted
in public places. With the very large
group of volunteers and participants
now involved, we admit our inability
to recognize and thank everyone
involved individually. Here below,
we would like to make specific reference and express our appreciation

One of the Earliest
Pictures of MSMF Picnic
of the outstanding individual contributions made to MSMF and what it
has meant.
Along with Chandra who is
responsible for founding MSMF,
there have been a few individuals
who have contributed to the steady
growth and popularity of the picnic.

Initially, Nirmala and GiridharGadhiraju,
the wife and husband team, conceptualized moving the gatherings into a park
and foreseeing it as a component activity
to raise funds for the MSMF projects –
the school for children, Sarada Vidyalayam, and the Eye Hospital, Srikiran Institute of Ophthalmology, in Kakinada,
India. Later, when Nirmala and Giri left
Ottawa, we were happy to have found
another wife and husband team, Sudhamani and Bala Brahmanandam Madaparthi who have been planning and conducting the picnic successfully to the present
time. They also have created a steady
base of volunteers to draw from and procured all of the equipment needed. Now
our next generation, who frequented the
picnic as toddlers and children, Dhatri
Gunupudi, Neha Erukulla, Ananya and
Mahanya Mallubhotla, Neela Gowru,
Shreya Voore started volunteering at the
picnic. We have hopes to see them on
the Board of MSMF in not so distant future!
The food served at the MSMF
picnic is a delicacy. Vegetarian food is
prepared out of authentic recipes from
India, cooked on site and served fresh by
volunteers. Here, we happily acknowledge many grocers and vegetable marketers who have been donating year after
year, regularly.
The beautiful site, Andrew Haydon Park, on the Ottawa River, is another
very important feature. Those, attending
the picnic, gather in groups under the
trees enjoying food or in front of the band
shell to be entertained by cultural shows.
We are most thankful to the City of Ottawa for the allocation of the same site,
year after year,at our request. Also, we
fully appreciate Mayor Watson’s visits to
encourage our efforts to support the charity, MSMF.
Each year, we strive to choose
the date for the picnic as close as possible to June 23, to commemorate all those
killed in the Air India bombing in 1985. In
2018, we have chosen the date Saturday,
June 16 as the day for our annual MSMF
picnic. Please note the date in your diary
as we hope you will join us!
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Patrons Enjoying
MSMF Picnic

Thank you for Caring
With great appreciation we
acknowledge that the level of success
we are achieving is because of your
continuing generous support of our eye
care, education and disaster relief
programs in rural India. We pledge
that MSMF will continue to provide
outstanding service and care that is
possible to the poor and
disadvantaged.
You can support our projects with
donations in three ways:
• with a cheque or credit card
information sent by mail to MSMF (C/
O Davis Bookkeeping), P.O. Box 13,
152 Reis Road, Carp, ON K0A 1L0,
(613-836-5366),
• online, through Canada Helps Org
website , (https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/
manjari-sankurathri-memorialfoundationmsmf/, and
• United Way campaigns conducted
either in the community or at work
place. Please note that some
organizations and employers match
donations of their employees.
This MSMF Newsletter, A Ray of Light,
is published twice a year, from
contributions and reports received from
volunteers. Any queries, comments
you may have, please send them to
the Executive Director of MSMF by
email: ed.msmf@msmf.ca, or a letter
to MSMF, 23 Mary Drive, Gloucester,
ON K1V 1G9.
We thank you.
Chandra Sankurathri, Sarma Vishnubhatla, Dr. Marie Louise Lapointe, Vikram
Sundar, Allison Haggart, Byatris Kattackal, Badari Kurusetty,

